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						We want you to travel the world,
And bring your squad with you!
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				Hey there, I’m Eileen!


	
		Welcome to Pure Wander, a blog community focused on all things traveling in packs. We aim to become the best resource for tips and tricks to plan your next adventure with friends and family!
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& Never Miss a Post!

Eileen and her squad adventure everywhere to bring you incredible first-person inspiration and advice about planning vacations and trips.
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							🌍Profesh travel hot mess for 20 years 💅🏼 

🌎Different destinations beyond basics 🛩️

🌎Founder of Pure Wander blog 🖊️

🌏Insider inspo, guides, & deals ✨
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            It’s a dreamy way to walk into baggage claim thr
            	                    [image: It’s a dreamy way to walk into baggage claim through the SLC airport. The main wall installation is 400 feet long and is created by artist Gordon Huether.  The benches are seating and sculptural. It’s a cool way to be welcomed into this mountainous city!  What’s your favorite airport?  @slcairport @sheswanderful #WITSUtah #TheNewSLC #travelwriterlife #saltlakecityartist #traveltipstuesday]
        
    



    
        
            
            	                    [image: 🍷 SAVE & SHARE for your next Italian getaway! ✨  You’ll find the Scamporella event about 45 minutes outside Rimini, Italy, near the town of Cesena. 🇮🇹 Consider driving or booking a private car to the spot so your wine intake can be unregulated!  It’s an olive grove and picnic spot among the hills. 🫒 Guests arrive and can choose a slow ride via wagon through the groves, or pop down at their pre-arranged blanket area.  Each duo receives a beautiful basket full of local delicacies to start – like rosemary cheese and paprika chips. All wine is included as well, so simply hop to the bar and pick up a bottle or red or white with stemmed glasses. 🍾  Once you settle in and the sun starts to go down, you’re surrounded by twinkling lights hanging from the trees and Italian music wafting through the warm night air. Each guest is brought a hot main dish (we had homemade lasagna!) and a dessert to finish (tiramisu of course). 🍝  This gathering is obviously popular, so making arrangement ahead of time is advisable!  📖 Read my full guide to #scamporella and Rimini on Pure Wander: just search Italy!  #europetraveltips #italytravelguide #ifwtwa #travelwriterslife #italyitinerary]
        
    



    
        
            📢 Calling All Adventurers! 🏔️ ENTER to win
            	                    [image: 📢 Calling All Adventurers! 🏔️ ENTER to win a curated travel bundle! 🛩️  I love doing this! I’m giving away an epic travel prize pack worth $250, loaded with goodies to transform your trips into unforgettable journeys!  TO ENTER: Simply Follow @pure_wander and @hibearco, then like and save this post. Finally, comment below and tag as many travel buddies as you’d like for extra entries!  Here’s a sneak peek at the incredible travel essentials you could win:  ✨ Embrace your passion for travel: Snag a copy of the inspiring “Wander Woman” book by Beth Santos (@maximumbeth ) and get ready to experience the world!  ✨ Hydrate in style: Stay refreshed on the go with a sleek Adventure Flask from @hibearco. Perfect for any adventure, big or small! Your choice of color.  ✨ Travel in ultimate comfort: Choose your favorite tank top from @unboundmerino wool travel apparel. Say goodbye to sweaty travel days and hello to breathable bliss!  ✨ Peace of mind for the whole family: Keep your little ones safe and seen on your road trips with a cool LED Baby on Board decal from @revvtechnology.  Don’t miss out on this chance to win travel gear that’ll transform your trips from ordinary to extraordinary.  For ever MORE entries, head to my L!ink in bio for the Pure Wander blog giveaway page and widget. Good luck!  * ENDS 04/19/2024. open to US residents 18+ this giveaway is not affiliated with Instagram *]
        
    



    
        
            Safety is always number one when we’re traveling
            	                    [image: Safety is always number one when we’re traveling with our baby. 🥇👶🏻  When we do long road trips, we drive a lot at night. The LED Baby On Board sign is plugged into your trunk outlet or upfront with the extender and stays illuminated while you drive in the dark. It’s such a clever upgrade to the traditional sign!  Also, did you know the baby on board sticker isn’t just to let other drivers know who’s in your car? It also helps to alert our emergency responders who might need to access your backseat quickly in event of an accident. It’s one more thing to give you peace of mind when you’re traveling on the road with your family.  Have a peek at my bio for a special l!nk and discount code to get yours. Happy travels! -Eileen  #babyroadtrip #babyonbabytour #babyonboard👶 #familytraveladventures #familytravelgoals]
        
    



    
        
            The only way to embrace the chaos of what to see i
            	                    [image: The only way to embrace the chaos of what to see in Sri Lanka is to dive in head first. 🇱🇰 Experience it from the back of a tuk-tuk, which is basically a three-wheeled motorbike and carriage.   Tuk tuks are great as taxis, but some companies will take you on a tour too. Visit urban temples, have some Kottu Roti street food, visit the waterfront and drive right through one of the city’s busiest markets. 🌆  When you start feeling brave, you can have a young coconut hacked open by machete to hydrate or a little some stronger, like a Lion beer, from the cooler. 🍺 I suggest letting your driver open up the top of the tuk-tuk and standing up with the refreshing breeze – it can be a wild ride!  Have you ridden a tuk tuk?!  📍🇱🇰 Read my full Sri Lanka guides and itineraries on purewander.com!  #colombosrilanka🇱🇰 #travelbloggerusa #visitsrilanka2024 #tuktuktour #asiatraveltips]
        
    



    
        
            Legitimately, personally researched, tested, & fou
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Legitimately, personally researched, tested, & found to be perfect for spring travel! 🌸 I’m sharing five brands you might not have heard of that are sustainable, on trend, & can transform your wardrobe for packing and flights. Let me know what you think and if you have any to add to the list!  ▶️ supporting sustainable businesses ▶️ anti-odor, and anti-wrinkle ▶️ pieces to start a capsule wardrobe for traveling ▶️ classic vibes and also on trend  PS - most of my picks have a men’s line too so everyone can be looking real good 🕺  Visit PureWander.com - the guide is right on the homepage☺️  #travelclothesforwomen #travelclothing #springtravels #travelbloggeres #ifwtwa #PureWander #travellocally #travelbloggerusa #travelbloggerlifestyle]
        
    



    
        
            😆 WINK WINK NUDGE NUDGE 🤞

We’re going to 
            	                    [image: 😆 WINK WINK NUDGE NUDGE 🤞  We’re going to book soon! My husband’s British, so we got UK passports for both our daughters as soon as we could. Hopefully it means extra opportunities for traveling, education, and who knows what else in the future. We brought my first girl over to meet her great granddad, cousins, and aunties when she was year and a half. It’s the baby’s turn!  The family is mostly in South Wales, but I really hope to do London this time, I live there for a few years and miss it so much. Fingers crossed!  Do you have any international family? Have you visited them or brought your kids?  #travelwithbabies #babytravelling]
        
    



    
        
            🍫 SAVE this post to travel for chocolate! 🍫

            	                    [image: 🍫 SAVE this post to travel for chocolate! 🍫  You can learn about chocolate making anywhere in the world, but these are some of the best experiences! I personally loved Oaxaca’s chocolate enclaves run by women. They had us jump in to husk the toasted cocoa beans ourselves, then grind the beans up with a TON sugar!   Here’s the deets:   Oaxaca, Mexico: 🇲🇽   Chocolate Mayordomo: Offers hands-on chocolate-making workshops using traditional techniques and local ingredients. Origen Chocolate: Conducts immersive workshops that cover the entire chocolate-making process, from bean to bar.  Other worldwide chocolate spots! 🌎🤤  Granada, Nicaragua: 🇳🇮   Cacao Museum: Offers guided tours and workshops that delve into the history and production of Nicaraguan chocolate. Casa del Chocolate: Conducts hands-on chocolate-making workshops using locally sourced cacao beans.  Portland, Oregon: 🇺🇸   The Chocolate Lab: Hosts chocolate-making classes that teach participants the science and techniques behind bean-to-bar chocolate. CocoaPods Chocolate: Offers workshops that cover the entire chocolate-making process, from roasting to tempering.  Bali, Indonesia: 🇮🇩   Pod Chocolate: Conducts interactive chocolate-making workshops that showcase the traditional Balinese chocolate-making process. Big Tree Farms: Offers farm tours and chocolate-making classes that highlight the sustainable production of cacao and chocolate.  ➡️ If you want further info or links to any of these experiences, comment with the 🍫 emoji!  #chocolateoaxaqueño #chocolatenicaragüense #portlandchocolate #ifwtwa #foodtravelblogger #wanderfulcreators #travelforchocolate]
        
    



    
        
            SAVE & SHARE THIS POST if you deal with flight anx
            	                    [image: SAVE & SHARE THIS POST if you deal with flight anxiety or have a loved one who’s scared. You’re not alone! ✈️🤲  For thirty years on this planet, I never had a real panic attack. Then one time I was taking a short flight from England to Portugal and my breath became short. This dread of ‘this is the end’ swept over me uncontrollably for a few minutes as I felt the plane cabin close in around me. I felt like I couldn’t breathe. Seemingly, it was official: I was now scared to fly.  It took a long time and lots of patience, but I’ve gained some calm back when flying. Here are some strategies from my own journey:  💭Deep Breathing: Count 8-10 seconds inhaling through your nose, then 5-8 seconds exhaling. It centers your mind and can quell that fight or flight system from kicking in.   💭Educate Yourself: Remind yourself of flight safety statistics to combat irrational fears, there’s lot of courses and resources out there. Flight attendants’ composure during turbulence makes me feel better too.  💭Consider Medication: Consult a doctor about anti-anxiety meds, or keep them handy for peace of mind. I always have a pill on me now, but I haven’t needed to take one in almost 5 years.  💭Relaxation Techniques: A glass of wine or two can ease nerves, but hydrate and moderate to avoid a post-flight hangover. There’s CBT therapy and other things available too, sometimes even covered by insurance.  Remember, it’s okay to seek professional help if needed. IT’S ALWAYS OK. Don’t let fear ground your travel dreams. & send me a message: I’m here too if you need it! 🤗   #FlightAnxiety #traveljourneys #scaredtofly #traveltipster #traveltipstuesday #travelbloggersofinstagram #ifwtwa #familytravels]
        
    



    
        
            When should you visit Japan? 🍁🇯🇵🌸

I k
            	                    [image: When should you visit Japan? 🍁🇯🇵🌸  I know we are at PEAK cherry blossom season in Japan soon, but hear me out!   Fall in Japan means cozying up in warm sweaters, sipping on hot tea, and enjoying the stunning colors of autumn leaves. The temples framed by pointy red leaves is my favorite. I never got too warm walking around. It’s perfect for leisurely strolls in parks or exploring charming streets lined with trees ablaze in reds and yellows. 🍁  HOWEVER, cherry blossom season is all about picnics under the prettiest pink sakura trees and taking photos of hopeful spring blooms. It’s a time for enjoying outdoor festivities and soaking in the beauty of Japan’s most iconic flower. 🌸   My pick? Fall! Nothing is too crowded, air is crisp and it’s prime time for hot springs. I hope to see cherry blossoms someday, but the season is so short!  Have you been to Japan? 🇯🇵 Is it in your list?  #visitjapanus #japaninthefall #cherryblossomjapan #travelwriterslife #travelblogginglife]
        
    



    
        
            ✨SAVE this post of your traveling with your baby
            	                    [image: ✨SAVE this post of your traveling with your baby! 👶🏻  & Comment FLYING BABY! if you need links to any of the products: I have some discounts too!  🛫DOONA Car Seat & Stroller Hands down, this is the best thing we ever bought for our little girl. Basically, it’s both a stroller AND a car seat.  🛫Hiccapop Omniboost Portable High Chair With supervision of course, this little foldable sturdy chair fits on top of adults chairs, coffee tables and the floor to give the baby space for play and eating upright.  🛫Rashguard Swimsuits Seriously, stock up on these. The one-piece styles I found best because they don’t ride up and they stay snug. It cut down on sunscreen big time, especially when paired with a hat  🛫Portable White Noise Machine Get one USB rechargeable. PS - you can always use a free app on your iPhone or tablet in a pinch too!  🛫Moby or Baby Bjorn Carrier The freedom to use your hands while walking around with your baby is essential! My husband especially liked the Baby Bjorn because it’s fairly breathable and portable.  & check out the full list 10-item list on purewander.com: just search ‘baby’!  #travelwithbabytips #travelwithbabies #babytraveltips #babytravelhacks #familytravel]
        
    



    
        
            There’s several options with walkable accomodati
            	                    [image: There’s several options with walkable accomodations right downtown in Plymouth. Recently I had the pleasure of staying at @hotel1620, the refurbished and former Radisson. The main lobby has a classic New England charm, as do the bar/pub area and other common spaces. It’s still used as an events hotel, from conferences to weddings.  Though some elements were a bit rustic, the main draw (especially for children) is the indoor pool and adjoining splash pad and waterslides. We had a balcony overlooking the pool, but did have a distinct chlorine smell permeating the space. But the stay was very comfortable and my toddler couldn’t get enough of our birds-eye pool view. 🏊🏻   Want more about historic Plymouth? The fill@list of things to do is on PureWander.com - from a local! -Eileen  #visitplymouthma #visitmass #staycationnewengland #newenglandwinter #toddlertraveller #travelwithbabytips]
        
    



    
        
            I know this trend is super old, but I love Wes And
            	                    [image: I know this trend is super old, but I love Wes Anderson movies.   💛🧡  When I’m in places that have bold retro colors, or are relics of the past, I always think about his films. Recently my family and I stayed at @hotel1620 in Plymouth Massachusetts to visit near grandparents. It was the perfect day at the indoor pool while the weather was freezing outside.   The hotel itself is super modern and nautical, but the pool just reminded me of yesteryear. Maybe it was the old-school brick around the pool or the colorful flags hanging above, but I felt transported back to childhood. It was a nice balance between the pool area and the brand new splash pad though with bold waterslides the toddler loved!   Nanny splashed around with the baby for her first time in the water, and the rest of us relaxed for the afternoon, followed by ice cream. Blast from the past come to life again. -Eileen  #visitmass #accidentalwesanderson #droneoverwater #toddlertraveltips #familytravelblogger #IFWTWA  ✨ Be honest: do you ever pretend you’re in a movie when you’re traveling?! ✨]
        
    



    
        
            🎋 SAVE & SHARE if you want to visit the Arashiy
            	                    [image: 🎋 SAVE & SHARE if you want to visit the Arashiyama Bamboo Forest in Kyoto, Japan! 🎋  As shafts of sunlight filtered through the dense canopy above, casting dappled patterns of light upon the forest floor, I was obsessed with the mesmerizing dance of shadows that filtered between the leaves.   This sacred sanctuary is about a 15 minute train ride from the city of Kyoto.  It’s free to enter the bamboo grove, but you can hire private tour guides to bring you to the best spots. There are some crowds, but going in the early morning or evening can help beat the sea of people.  You can definitely make a day of it and visit a few temples nearby, especially in the cherry blossom season and autumn leaf season. It’s beautiful.  #visitjapanus #bambooplant #kyototravel_japan]
        
    



    
        
            SAVE this post if you ski the east, and are lookin
            	                    [image: SAVE this post if you ski the east, and are looking for a great family mountain! 🏔️   The three-year-old thrived on Cranmore! Tidy resort in North Conway, smaller than others, but wasn’t too crowded even during school break. There’s several runs to the summit with more challenging trails, but they have a great ski school for the kids. They also have private lessons for the youngest ones. My spouse tackled the teaching though, and they both did great!   I didn’t get a chance to ski this time because I was with the baby, but they have a great snow park too with tubing and a mid mountain coaster. Definitely get tickets to that though ahead of time, everything was sold out by the time we wondered over one afternoon. Watch the last clip of the video though, you could see my toddler and new friends improvised! 😂  Full post coming on Conway, New Hampshire and all the surrounding beauty on purewander.com. Stay tuned travelers!  #skivacation2024⛷️ #cranmoremountain #conwaynh #discoveryournew #visitnh #livefreenh #skikids]
        
    



    
        
            HELP

#familytraveler #toddlertroubles #waterslide
            	                    [image: HELP  #familytraveler #toddlertroubles #waterslidewednesday #isitoveryet😩 #staycation2024   Are you a big baby like me on rides?]
        
    



    
        
            
            	                    [image: Listen, you don’t need to travel - to ‘travel’! 🇲🇽   Yesterday I didn’t leave Boston, but was transported to many different regions of Mexico. The Bowl of ‘Zole festival (@bowlofzole ) in Southie was BUMPING! Dozens of vendors offered unlimited Mezcal and tequila tastings from Oaxaca, Jalisco and more. I had a couple RTD (ready to drink) cocktails too that cleansed the palate between smoky Mezcals.   But the highlight was POZOLE: a Mexican stew with pork, beef, seafood or vegetarian. Some of my top picked local Mexican restaurants offered their hot takes on the dish, including Loco @locotacoshops (Southie), Pearl & Lime @pearlandlime (Quincy), Yellow Door @yellowdoortaco (Dorchester), and Dolores @dolorespvd (Providence). There were others I loved too I can’t name them all!   These folks throw amazing gatherings everywhere, so check your area - up next is Denver, NYC, and Portland Maine.  Go find food and drink festivals in your city! You can get a taste of different cultures and be inspired for your next trip!   What’s your fave food you’ve had at a local restaurant or festival different from your own background?  #pozole #oaxaqueños #tequilajalisco #mezcaloaxaqueño #pozoleverde #travellocally   Thanks to much to Bowl of Pozole for hosting me! & thanks to @glitteryogi for being my drinking buddy 🥂]
        
    



    
        
            Echo Lake is a few minutes outside of North Conway
            	                    [image: Echo Lake is a few minutes outside of North Conway, New Hampshire, in Franconia Notch State Park. It’s surrounded by the White Mountains, making for a secluded feel when visiting, especially in the winter. But you can stop by in the summer too for some fun wild swimming and hanging out on the sandy beach. The Franconia Ridge Trail is nearby too if you want to do some hiking. It’s one of our favorite spots to visit when we’re up in the area in snow or sun. Don’t miss it during your ski trip or summer getaway in New England!  More to come about North Conway on the Pure Wander blog very soon. Promise. I swear. I’m going to write it. 😂  I know artsy isn’t my usual style, but I am having so much fun with this drone. I can’t help it! I’ll get back to the chaos soon, but enjoy this smooth and silky, walk-through nature.  Do you like the easy quick edits or the more composed cinematic videos?]
        
    



    
        
            Do you escape the snow in the winter or embrace th
            	                    [image: Do you escape the snow in the winter or embrace the cold? ❄️   We’re obsessed with Echo Lake State Park in New Hampshire. I think it’s even better in the winter. Swimming in the aquamarine waters is always a treat, but seeing it frozen over was magic. My toddler had a blast sliding around. It was the perfect mini adventure in between skiing at nearby Cranmore mountain.  Lots more coming! Stick around!   #wintertravels #visitnh #livefreenh #discoveryournew #icelakes #echolakestatepark #toddlertraveler #toddlertraveller #dronefreestyle #slowtravelling #newenglandtravel]
        
    



    
        
            Dámelo! Estoy listaaa. No, but for real if I ever
            	                    [image: Dámelo! Estoy listaaa. No, but for real if I ever get a true travel break, I go hard. Do you?! 🍹   #marrymebillhader #margaritaville #borracha #allinclusivevacation]
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